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I. General provisions 

 
1. FCI breeding regulations and BNFC breeding regulations are mandatory for all 

purebred/pedigree dog clubs, members of the BNFC and for all purebred/pedigree 

dog breeders working without belonging to breed clubs (due to lack of such for 

the respective breed), but receiving services from BNFC. 

 

2. Responsible for the correct application of the BR and for the control over the 

breeding process is the breeding commission SBC at the BNFC. 

 

3. It is the duty of all breed clubs to draw up their own rules for breeding in 

compliance with these BR, in which rules for breeding are laid down, tailored to 

the specifics of the respective breed. 

 

4. BR of the clubs may exceed in their requirements those of the BNFC. 

 

5. BR contribute to the development of systematic breeding of functionally 

healthy purebred dogs with a stable psyche. 

 

6. The breed clubs shall be competent and responsible for breeding; they monitor 

breeding, give advice on selection and breeding, control them, and keep herd 

books (HB). Clubs must regulate the exploitation of breeding dogs. They are 

obliged to wage a methodical fight against hereditary defects. In BR, the relevant 

working qualities and specifics of the specific breeds must be taken into account. 

Clubs should not restrict their breeding members with unnecessary formal 

regulations in their ability to freely perform selection and breeding activities. 

 

Clubs reserve the right to decide the order of giving awards to kennels for 

exemplary breeding of dogs. 

 

7. Clubs must necessarily provide the BNFC with a copy of their current 

regulations, in case of amendments and additions to the existing regulations, a 

copy of the new regulations should be provided to the BNFC with a note of the 

changes made. Only after consideration and approval by the Selection and 

Breeding Commission of the BNFC, can the regulations enter into force. The SBC 

Selection and Breeding Commission at BNFC undertakes to review and respond 

to the relevant regulation within 30 calendar days after its submission to BNFC. 

 

8. BNFC does not allow breeding by commission traders. 

 
II. Right to breed 

 
1. A breeder is any owner or hirer of one or more registered breeding 
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female dogs from which he/she produces offspring. 

 
a) Hobby breeder - is a person who produces no more than 5 litters in one 

calendar year. 

 

b) Professional breeder - is a person who produces more than 5 litters in one 

calendar year. 

 
2. Leasing a female dog for selective breeding must be made mandatory 

with a written contract. It is recommended that the rental contracts be 

drawn up according to BNFC sample forms. 

 

III. Consultations on breeding 

 
1. Clubs are obliged to provide advice to breeders and exercise control 

of breeding. For this purpose, it is the duty of the clubs to establish 

an organization of experienced breeders and a system for their 

training. 

 

2. BNFC recommends that individuals with at least 5 years of 

experience as breeders and who have produced at least 5 litters be 

selected as breeding managers. 

 

 

IV. Prerequisites for breeding, breeding activity 

 
1. Only healthy dogs with a stable mentality, recorded in a pedigree book 

(herd book) recognized by the BNFC, are allowed for breeding. They must 

meet the requirements established by the competent club. 

2. Animal protection laws must be observed during the breeding process. 

3. The breeding and feeding of dogs must be in accordance with the 

peculiarities of their breed, size, age and origin. 

4. Breeding dogs and puppies must be provided with very good breeding in 

the kennel, and basic prerequisites for this are the opportunity of free 

movement and humane treatment. 

5. The minimum permissible age for breeding is 15 months of age for female 

dogs and 18 months of age for male dogs. 
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6. The maximum allowable age for breeding is 8 years for female dogs. 

7. The maximum number of births per female dog is 8. 

8. Closely related breeding (brother with sister or parent with child) is 

permitted only after prior notification of the BNFC and SBC, with provided 

justification for the reasons necessitating the respective close relationship. 

9. Experimental selective breeding can only be carried out with the prior 

consent of the relevant club and SBC of the BNFC. 

10. It is strictly mandatory for every breeder to create a healthy generation. 

 
V.  Admission to breeding activity 

 
1. Only dogs with a minimum of 3 generations of pedigree from the FCI or 

another organization recognized by the FCI are allowed/admitted for 

breeding. (Exceptions are allowed only for national breeds) 

 

2. Female dogs must be registered in the BNFC herd book. 

a) Female dogs owned by foreign citizens, which are not registered in the 

HB of the BNFC, leased for breeding for a period of time or number of 

litters to kennels registered in the BNFC may be allowed to breed 

without issuing a HB number, but subject to compliance with all other 

BR provisions. The lessee of the dog is obliged to provide a lease 

agreement for the dog in question. 

 

3. In order to be allowed for breeding, all dogs with a HB number must 

necessarily have at least 3 evaluations from shows with CACIB or CAC 

rank from shows held in Bulgaria or another FCI member country, as well 

as from expert evaluations conducted by the BNFC. For female dogs the 

ratings must be Excellent or Very Good, for males the ratings must be 

Excellent. 

 

4. All dogs must be in good health at the time of connection. 

 

5. Every breeder is obliged to observe the necessary hygiene and prevention 

measures with regard to his/her dog. 

 

6. Only mentally stable dogs should be used for selective breeding, dogs with 

extreme forms of fear or uncontrollable aggression should not be allowed 

in the breeding process. 
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7. Each breeder is obliged to give enough time to rest between two litters of 

the same female dog according to the specifics of the breed, the way of birth 

and the number of puppies in the litter. It is recommended that dogs give 

birth once in a calendar year, or if they give birth twice in a calendar year, 

they are then given one spurt rest to recover. 

 

8. Dogs with defects excluding the possibility of selective breeding are 

inadmissible for breeding; 
- weak psyche, 

- congenital deafness, 

- congenital blindness, 

- rabbit lip, 

- open palate, 

- significant dental defects (absences), 

- jaw defects, 

- short lower jaw, 

- epilepsy, 

- entropy, 

- ectropion, 

- ectopic eyelashes, 

- cherry eye 

- cataract, 

- glaucoma, 

- long soft palate, 

- cryptorchidism, 

- monorchism, 

- albinism, 

- color defects (inadmissible colors according to breed standards), 

- skeletal deformities. 

 
9. The BNFC recommends that breed clubs develop their own medical tests, 

which breeding dogs must pass according to the specifics of each breed. 

 

10. It is recommended that dogs of all breeds undergo an urban response test. 

 

 

VI. Breeder name and protection of the breeder name 

 
1. The name of the breeder is an additional name of the dog; it is registered in 

the FCI by the Herd book office at the BNFC by submitting an application 

from the breeder through the club of which they are a member. For breeders 
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of breeds that do not have registered clubs, the application is submitted 

through a cynology society/association of which they are members. 

 

2. Any registered kennel /breeder/ name must be clearly distinguishable from 

those already registered for that breed; it is provided to the breeder for 

personal use only. 

 

3. A kennel/breeder name already protected (reserved) for one breed applies 

to all breeds. 

 

4. One and the same person cannot be the sole owner of more than one 

kennel/breeder name. Registration of a second name of a kennel by the 

same person is allowed only in cases where he/she is in partnership with a 

second person/persons with regard to the second name of a kennel. 

 

5. Refusal of further use of the name of the kennel/breeder can be followed at 

any time by a declaration to the Herd book office at the BNFC, and the 

holder may register another name of the kennel subsequently, but the same 

cannot be used for the registration of litters from breeds that have already 

been registered with the already deleted kennel name. 

 

6. The protection of a breeder's name expires upon the breeder's death, if the 

heir does not request the transfer of the breeder's name to their own name. 

For ten years after the death of the breeder, the name of the breeder shall 

not be given to another breeder. Until then, the breeder's heirs can still apply 

for the breeder's name. 

 

7. Transfers are allowed only in case of inheritance or in the event of written 

agreement between the two parties. 

 

8. In dog pedigrees/genealogies, on the other hand, only kennel/breeder names 

protected there may be entered, not any additional kennel/breeder names. 

Puppies from a female dog leased for breeding must be registered with the 

name of the tenant's kennel. 

 
If several persons have ownership of the male dog, resp. the female dog, only one of 

the owners has the right to responsibly practice breeding (to be a breeder) in the event 

that there are no associations of kennels. In such cases, a single kennel/breeder name 

is recorded, regardless of membership in different clubs abroad. 

 
VII. Control of breeding 
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1. The owners of the dogs admitted for breeding must make sure, before the 

act of covering, that the dogs meet all the requirements of these rules or the 

rules of the respective club. 

 

2. BNFC recommends that before the act of coverage, a written agreement is 

reached on the corresponding compensation of the coverage. 

 

3. Clubs are obliged to take into account the manifested hereditary defects in 

the breed they represent, in order to fight against them and constantly 

monitor their development. 

 

4. A report on such development shall be submitted to the BNFC upon 

request with an attached copy of the HB for assessment and consultation 

regarding the fight against genetic defects by the Selection and Breeding 

Commission of the BNFC, whose decisions are mandatory for the clubs in 

disputed cases. 

 

 
VIII. Certificates of fertilization, birth, examination and marking  

 
1. Certificate of fertilization (in accordance with a sample form) 

The Certificate of fertilization is completed on the day of the fertilization, if it is a 

single fertilization, or on the day of the last fertilization, if it is multiple. It is signed 

by the owner of the female and male dogs or the veterinarian who performed the 

manipulation in the case of artificial insemination. 

 
2. Certificate of birth (in accordance with a sample form) 

The birth certificate is filled out on the day of the dog's birth by the owner or by the 

veterinarian who performed the caesarean section. 

 
3. Examination and approval of the litter (in accordance with a sample form) 

The certificate of examination of a litter is filled out by an authorized person from the 

club, signed by the owner of the female dof and the breeding manager of the respective 

club. 

 
4. Certificate of marking with a microchip (in accordance with a sample 

form) 

It is filled in by the veterinarian who performed the chipping of the litter.  

 
With their signatures, the persons guarantee the fidelity of the submitted information. 



8  

 
IX. Accepting the litter 

 
1. The litter is accepted only after all puppies from the litter have been 

microchipped for personal identification. 

 

2. During the acceptance of the litter, all newborn puppies must be with the 

mother, in case there are dogs that are not available and cannot be checked, 

then the relevant ones will not be issued pedigrees. 

 

3. Dogs must be marked only with microchips registered in BFSA. 

 

4. The breeding officer must document the control and acceptance of the litter. 

Clubs are obliged to appoint qualified persons for the reception and control 

of the litter, and they are obliged to fill out an act of acceptance of the litter 

according to the BNFC sample form. 

 

5. Breeders must promptly notify the appropriate authorities in the club of 

planned connections and new litters. 

 

6. They must provide the persons appointed by the club with the opportunity 

to control the litter, the female dog and the breeding conditions. 

 

7. Puppies must be vaccinated, for which an official health certificate must be 

presented for each respective animal. 

 

8. In the case of associations of breeders outside t the FCI member country, 

the conditions for registration and control of the litter are determined by the 

cynological federation of the country in whose territory the litter is located. 

 

 

X. Genealogies / Pedigrees 

 
1.  General rules and principles 

 
а/ The pedigree is a certificate of origin and belonging to a breed issued by the 

BNFC and certified by the BNFC. 

b/ The pedigree must include: 
• names the dog 

• name of the kennel  
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• date of birth,  

• gender 

• color, 

• type of fur, 

• breed, 

• club registration number, if any, 

• microchip number 

• manufacturer 

• 4 generations from parents and great-grandparents (The registration numbers of 

all parents and great-parents must be entered) 

 

c/ Pedigrees must be issued to all dogs from the respective litter. 

d/ Pedigrees can be issued up to one year after the birth of the litter. 

e/ Pedigrees are issued/certified by the BNFC only for dogs born on the 

territory of the Republic of Bulgaria. 

f/ BNFC issues/registers pedigrees within 90 calendar days after submission 

of all the required documents and payment of the relevant fees. 

g/ The ownership of the dog is not entered in the pedigree, except in cases 

where it is already known. Each pedigree is accompanied by an owner's card 

that regulates the ownership of the dog; upon change of ownership, the 

ownership card is reissued by BNFC with the data of the new owner. When 

ownership changes, the pedigree must be handed over to the new owner. 

The settlement of who controls the breeding rights of the respective dog is 

done by means of a contract in accordance with a sample form provided by 

the BNFC, with each of the parties keeping one copy of the contract and one 

copy being deposited in the respective breed club or in the cynology society 

for breeds that do not have a registered club by breed. 

h/ Lost or destroyed pedigrees are declared invalid and BNFC issues a 

duplicate of the relevant pedigrees only after verification of the details of 

the loss. The dog owner pays all necessary re-issuance fees. The newly 

issued pedigree must be marked as a duplicate. 

j/ Entry of additional information in already issued pedigrees can only be 

carried out by the pedigree book service of the BNFC. 

k/ False pedigrees and pedigrees with information added by the owners of 

the dogs are declared invalid and shall be confiscated. 

l/ Championship titles can be added to the parents and grand parents of the 

litter only after providing the necessary championship certificates. 
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m/ Reissue of a pedigree with a change of coat color or a change of breed in 

cases of overgrowth or change of coat color during growth in certain breeds 

are carried out only after submitting a request from the relevant club 

(kennel) and appointing a committee of BNFC, which will conduct an 

inspection and identify and reflect the changes that have occurred in the dog. 

A request for an inspection can be made after the dog reaches 12 months of 

age. All fees related to the inspection and reissue of the pedigree are at the 

expense of the breeder. 

 
XI. Herd book 

 
1. General principles and provisions 

 
а) The pedigree/herd book (HB) is anessential for the breeding of purebred 

dogs. The information in it should be as detailed as possible. 

 

b) All litters are entered in the herd book without exception. 

 

b) The breed clubs are obliged to provide a copy of their pedigree/herd 

books according to the BNFC model by January 30 of the following 

year for the previous year. 

 

XII. Procedures 

 
1. Clubs may use the sample forms of Certificates of fertilization, birth, 

examination and marking, provided by the BNFC.   

2. Together with the application for the issuance of a pedigree certificate, 

the breeder has to submit all the required documents and data. 

3. The correctness and authenticity of the data are verified by the breeder 

with his/her signature. 

 

 
XIII. Fees 

 
а) The fees for issuing pedigrees and all services related to this 

procedure are at the expense of the breeders. 

 

b) The fees for issuing, entering and certifying pedigrees in the HB are 
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determined by the Managing Board of the BNFC. 

 

XIV. Violations 
 

1.  Repeated or gross violations by the members of the BNFC of these BR, 

including waiver of responsibility for the supervision of selective 

breeding, insufficient counseling on the breeding, lack or insufficient 

control of the breeding, are considered grounds for exclusion within the 

meaning of the Statute of the BNFC. The Selection and Breeding 

Committee shall consider each case separately and report to the 

Managing Board of BNFC. 

 
XV. Arbitration 

 
1. If BNFC member clubs fail to reach an agreement on the requirements of 

these breeding regulations, the BNFC Managing Board shall make a decision 

on each specific case after hearing of the breeding commission. 

 
XVI. Final provisions 

 
1. Should any parts or clauses of these regulations be declared invalid, this 

shall not invalidate the breeding regulations as a whole. These regulations 

are not in conflict with the FCI's International "Regulations on Breeding 

Activity". In case of contradictions, the regulations of FCI shall be 

accepted as valid. 

 

2. 2The Managing Board of the BNFC is authorized to amend and 

supplement the BR following proposals from the Selection and Breeding 

Commission. 

 

3. These BR shall enter into force once they are posted on the BNFC website 

- www.bnfc.bg.  

 

4. In case of doubt about the meaning and interpretation of these regulations, 

each member of the BNFC is obliged to contact the Selection and 

Breeding Commission for clarification. 

 

5. The provisions of the FCI, as well as the rest of the legislation in force in 

the Republic of Bulgaria, shall apply to matters not settled in these 

Regulations. 
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As of the current date, BNFC is a candidate member of the FCI and 

therefore complies with all its regulations. 

 

These Selection & Breeding Regulations were approved and adopted 

by the General meeting of the BNFC on 26th June 2021. 


